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The world's top congress 
organisers read ami because...

 ami brings our professional community 
together with insights from industry leaders. 
It makes us aware of opportunities around 
the world - how to stay green, where/how 
to outsource events, voluntary association 
management services and country facilities. 
It’s a ‘must’ read for every association 
executive who wants to remain up to date 
with events-related information 
Isabel Mortara, Executive Director, 
Kenes Association Management  

 I prefer ami to other magazines because 
it gives a voice to associations, not only 
to commercial organisations, and it is 
contributing to creating a network of 
association executives, therefore 
empowering our profession 
Annalisa Ponchia, Executive Officer, 
European Society for Organ Transplantation

 ami is a valuable tool for my organisation 
as it offers vital insight by producing fi rst-
class industry surveys and venue reports as 
well as providing fresh information on new 
technology. For me, ami highlights the 
key issues that determine the evolution of 
conference organising and it is an important 
source of up-to-date information for the 
advances in the industry 
Richard Holmes, International Director of Meetings, 
International League Against Epilepsy
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Targeted circulation
Circulation profile

ami is uniquely targeted to reach 
key general secretaries of both 
international and European 
associations, federations, societies, 
councils, committees and unions 
as well as professional conference 
organisers, association management 
companies and international 
exhibition organisers.

International
associations

European
associations

Global geographical profile

ami’s circulation database includes 
requested readers, a list sourced from 
the Union of International Associations 
and updates with international contacts 
supplied by International Congress and 
Convention Association Data.

30%

Professional Conference
Organisers/Association 

Management Companies

8%

Corporate organisers
2%

60%

Audited average Circulation 
(July’09-June’10): 10,100

North America
13% Europe
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Central &
South America
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Middle East 
& Africa
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Asia
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Association business is smart business
Associations are reliable

In the association 
meetings market, 
it’s the individual 
delegate who pays

Associations, by 
their very constitution, 

generally stick to 
their plans

Associations are good 
for your revenue stream. 
They plan further ahead 
at predictable intervals

How they pay

When times 
are bad

You can see 
them coming

The difference between 
association and corporate buyers

Associations are legally required to meet. 
You can count on them once a year.

They prefer congress centres with on-site 
hotel facilities, convention hotels and 
academic venues. 

Their conventions often have an 
accompanying exhibition.

Their meetings often require receptions, 
lunches and gala dinners in the same venue.

They like to keep their delegates together 
under one roof.

How they pay

When times 
are bad

You can’t see 
them coming

In the corporate 
meetings market, 

the company picks 
up the entire bill

The corporate market 
has been known 

to disappear

Corporates book in 
a rush to satisfy 

sales targets
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Spending power is high… 

Congress venues used

International association meetings:
the current trends

Source - ICCA (The International Congress and Convention Association) Data, 
The International Meetings Market 2009 (published July 2010)

Europe 55%

Asia/Middle East 18%

North America 11%

Latin America 10%

Oceania 2% 

Africa 4%

Where meetings are held

$2,682

Average delegate expenditure 
per day (US Dollars)

Average delegate expenditure 
per meeting (USD)

$759

Winning the business…
Association events rarely 

return to the same 
destination next time round

How many are there?
ICCA estimates over 

8,294 such meetings are 
organised regularly

convention hotels

conference/exhibition centres

44% 

27% 

20% 
university venues

We’re talking

BIG 
numbers

of international 
meetings average more 

than 250 delegates

are over 1,000 
delegates

are between 250 and 
1,000 delegates

54%

14%40%
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Don’t take our word for it…

95% 
of readers rated ami as one 
of the best event industry 

magazines

92% 
of readers rated the look 

and design of ami as 
excellent or good

89% 

86% 

of readers rated the 
overall quality of ami as 

excellent or good

of readers rated ami 
editorial content as 
excellent or good

One of the best 
event industry 
magazines

  As someone who spends most of 
my time with my head down, dealing 
with the day-to-day challenges of 
producing events, ami is a welcome 
source of information, inspiration 
and confi rmation that I’m not 
the only one in this position. The 
global market provides us with 
many opportunities and ami helps 
to identify those that might be 
appropriate for us. Be assured of the 
continued support for ami  from 
the Conference Consortium and our 
various partner organisations 
Paddy Costall, Managing Director, 
Conference Consortium and Conference Organiser, 
International Harm Reduction Association

We recently carried out a 
readership survey to find 
out what the world’s leading 
congress organisers think 
about ami. The results clearly 
demonstrate the importance 
and value leading organisers 
attach to each issue of ami.
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theBid supplement 

Minimum supplement size is 8 pages, increasing 
in multiples of 4 pages 

The Bid supplement will be written by one of the 
experienced ami editorial team after consultation 
with the client

The Bid supplement should appear as if it is 
produced by the destination as a forerunner to a 
serious bid from the destination

The Bid should include a welcome message from 
a minister or mayor and bullet point facts about 
the destination 

The Bid should detail inducements for convention 
organisers – fi nancial, free transportation, added 
value and civic donations

Green credentials and CSR programmes should be 
presented to include plans for reducing the carbon 
footprint of the convention 

Access, hotels, convention venues, places of interest, 
pre and post convention tours, host committees, 
ambassador programmes, local CVB input and any 
special delegate packages should be detailed

Recent European and international association event 
case histories and future successful international 
convention bid wins should be highlighted

The Bid supplements are distributed 
to the 10,100 database of ami and 
are uploaded in a digital format to 
meetpie.com

theBid
An Association Meetings International special supplement

is changing

An Association Meetings International special supplement

thebid

ami recommends

 ami provides a good all round 
view about what’s going on within 
the association world. I particularly 
enjoy the behind the scenes approach 
of the face-to-face section 
Nikki Walker, Vice President, 
Global Association Management & Consulting, MCI
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Fairway House, Portland Road, East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 4ET, United Kingdom
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Destination coverage
n City Spotlights

n Destination features

Advertiser benefits:
Maximise your profile as a key convention destination

Focus your message on the association market 

Use Spotlight reprints to enhance bid documents

International association case history element

One destination in a single document
Comprehensive destination snapshot 
Quick to file, simple to receive
User-friendly concise contact information
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Delegates at events in St Petersburg find there 
is more than enough to do for entertainment

Unequalled 
cultural destination

SPOTLIGHT >> ST PETERSBURG, russia

Airport
Pulkovo-2 international airport is 
17km from the city centre

Accommodation 
2,286 rooms in 12 five* hotels
6,652 rooms in 29 four* hotels
7,395 rooms in 51 three* hotels
Plus over 10,000 more rooms in 
economy hotels, hotels with up to 
50 rooms and hostels.

Key Venues 
Lenexpo, the largest exhibition 
and congress centre in north-west 
Russia. Close to the city’s most 
famous landmarks, its pavilions and 
conference rooms open out on to the 
Gulf of Finland. Up to 5,500 seats 
are available in nine rooms ranging in 
capacity from 24 to 2,800 delegates.

Worth a visit
The historical centre of St Petersburg, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
is like an outdoor museum of 
architecture. There is so much to see, 
from the State Hermitage Museum 
and the Mariinsky Theatre to dozens 
of smaller museums and palaces. You 
can also walk along the picturesque 
canals of the wide Neva river.

C
IT

Y
F
IL
EE

ven the most seasoned travellers 
are overwhelmed by St Petersburg, 
truly one of the world’s most 
beautiful cities. From the White 

Nights festival during the mysterious 
twilight of summertime to top theatre 
and ballet productions on magical winter 
evenings, the cultural attractions are rich 
and vibrant and conference delegates need 
time to enjoy them. 

One of the most significant events in the 
city is the annual St Petersburg International 
Economic Forum, when Russian and foreign 
politicians and business leaders meet to 
discuss matters affecting global markets. 

This year, in June, 4,200 representatives 
from 87 countries attended the Forum, 
held mainly in the Lenexpo exhibition 
complex. For activities of a lighter nature, 
they could take part in a sailing regatta 
on a tributary of the River Neva, attend 
opera, ballet or concerts in the Mariinsky, 
Alexandrinsky and Mikhaiovsky theatres, 
listen to jazz played on an organ and join 
local residents in grand Palace Square for a 
concert by UK electronic band Faithless.

As Russia’s most European city, St 
Petersburg offers cuisine from over 40 
countries. Some of the cafés along the 
Nevsky Prospect, the most famous street 

in St Petersburg, have been there for 
over a century.

New event complex
ExpoForum Convention & Exhibition Centre 
is due to open in 2013. The first part of a 
$1 billion project to create a multi-purpose 
venue just five kilometres from the airport, 
the centre will have both indoor and outdoor 
exhibition space and a congress centre. One 
of the pavilions, also suitable for concerts 
and sporting events, will accommodate 
8,000 people and the main auditorium of 
the congress centre will seat 3,000. There 
will be a three- and a four-star hotel on 
the complex, restaurants, cafés, business 
centres and covered galleries between the 
buildings. New road and metro links are 
being constructed for easy access to the area.

Contact
Anna Mazurenko
Manager
St Petersburg 
Convention Bureau
Tel: +7 812 310 75 98
Fax: +7 812 310 28 22

Email: anna_m@ispb.info
www.visit-petersburg.ru

Griboedov Canal from the Lions Bridge

www.visit-petersburg.ru

rich tourism resources. From November 
this year to April next year, Taipei will host 
the International Flora Exposition in the city 
centre, parks and riversides, showcasing 
its facilities and efficiency in implementing 
world events.

The Taiwan MICE Advancement Program 
is sponsored by BOFT and aims to establish 
the island as a dynamic destination where 
innovative people and ideas meet to create 
added value. Your first point of contact is 
www.meettaiwan.com.

F or a small, sub-tropical 
island, Taiwan has enjoyed 
remarkable economic growth 
in recent decades. As a result, 
its key industry clusters, from 

information and communication technology 
to biotechnology and powersports products, 
are supported by an array of big exhibitions. 
Now the plan is to host even more events 
to boost the local economy and, through 
the Bureau of Foreign Trade (BOFT), the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs is offering 

Besides Taipei itself, cities 
worth a visit include Taichung in 
central Taiwan and Kaohsiung 
and Tainan on the west coast. 
And, as a bonus, the myriad of 
traditional Chinese festivals that 
occur throughout the year are 

still celebrated all over Taiwan 
and its offshore islands. 
Effectively a mountain range 
raised out of the sea, the main 
island is covered by tropical 
and sub-tropical vegetation 
and ecotourism is very popular. 

Visitors can enjoy whale 
watching in Yilan, bird-watching 
in Yangmingshan National Park 
and the hot springs, rushing 
rivers and waterfalls of the 
scenic north coast. Butterfly-
watching at Sun Moon Lake is 

Staying on

subsidies to encourage overseas organisers 
to bring business-tourism groups to its major 
meetings cities.

In the bidding stage, organisers can apply for 
grants to cover travel expenses and other related 
costs. Further subsidies will be based on the 
number of foreign participants, venue, duration 
and conference scale. Cultural performances 
and souvenirs may also be offered.

Taipei City is the island’s centre for meetings 
and events, with professional support 
organisations, convenient transportation and 

>> TAIPEI, taiwan r.o.c.

Targeting more 
conferences

Chiang Kai-Shek 
Memorial Hall

46_ami|June 2010    |     www.meetpie.com

SPOTLIGHT

From agricultural backwater to global leader in design and innovation, 
Taiwan is now boosting its meetings and events industry by offering 
grants and incentives to overseas business-tourism groups

Typical Taiwanese entertainment

Sun Moon Lake

Airports 
Taiwan Taoyuan International 
Airport connects 100 countries 
globally. It is 40km south-west of 
Taipei, with frequent bus services 
into the city.
Taipei Songshan Airport, situated 
within the city limits, operates domestic 
flights and charters, mostly to and 
from mainland China. In October, 
four international airlines will start 
flying from Taipei-Songshan to 
Tokyo-Haneda, Japan.

Accommodation
Taipei’s extensive range of five, four and 
three-star hotels includes international 
chains such as Starwood (Westin and 

Sheraton), Shangri-La, Landis, Grand 
Hyatt and Novotel and local brands 
such as the iconic Grand which 
resembles a Chinese imperial palace.

Key venues
Taipei International Convention 
Center (TICC) meets all the 
requirements of international 
conference organisers. The 14 auditoria 
and conference rooms include the 
Plenary Hall which seats up to 3,100 
people and the Banquet Hall seating 
up to 1,200. TICC is part of the Taipei 
World Trade Center, which has facilities 
for very large exhibitions, and both are 
very close to the 101 Financial Center.
Taipei World Trade Center Nangang 
Exhibition Hall, opened in 2008, 

comprises two exhibition halls of 
22,680sqm each – the upper hall has a 
column-free design creating excellent 
space for events with large audiences 
- and convention rooms and outdoor 
exhibition space covering 1,000sqm. 
There is a 450-seat western-style 
restaurant and a 400-seat Chinese 
restaurant with a conference dining-room, 
in addition to fast food outlets and bistros.

Worth a visit
The magnificent Chiang Kai-shek 
Memorial Hall; the National Palace 
Museum; Longshan Temple; Huaxi 
Street Night Market, the 24-hour 
Eslite Bookstore and the Taipei 101 
skyscraper with 360-degree views of 
the city from its two observatories.

something really special, 
and the lake is also great 
for fishing.
The east coast and 
East Rift Valley offer 
wonderful scenery and 
recreational facilities while 

the Guandu-Danshui 
bikeway along the coast 
of Taipei County passes a 
number of tourist attractions.
In Meinong you can find 
examples of age-old 
Hakka culture and cuisine. 

This is also a centre 
for the production of 
oilpaper umbrellas, unique 
hand-pounded tea and 
pottery studios, where visitors 
can try throwing a pot the 
traditional way.

T he World Model UN was founded 
by the USA’s Harvard University in 
1982 and brings together university 
students for a global youth summit 
in a different city 

each year. It attracts the 
world’s brightest students 
interested in international 
affairs who participate in 
simulated UN committee 
sessions and workshops.

Students from 42 countries 
met in Taipei International 
Convention Center (TICC) 
for the 19th WorldMUN, 14-18 March. Since 
2000 the National Taiwan University (NTU) 
had filed five applications to co-host the event 

and finally beat eight other universities to win 
this one. Rooms were booked and discounts 
arranged in hotels surrounding the convention 
centre and delegates requiring entry visas were 

advised to apply early. 
For the conference, 

they were divided into 
22 committees, each 
one picking the role of a 
diplomat from a different 
country and applying the 
UN Security Council’s 
procedural rules, to debate 
important global issues such 

as nuclear proliferation, climate change and 
poverty problems. In addition, Doctor Chien 
Lee-feng, GM Google Taiwan, presented a 
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The successful 2010 WorldMUN, attended 
by over 1,700 students, was a fine example 
of Taiwan’s ability to host large-scale 
international conferences

ConTACT
Hsi-Mei Chang (Mei)
Marketing Director
Taiwan MICE 
International Marketing 
& Promotion Project
Tel: +886 2 2514 2535

Fax: +886 2 2514 2525
Email: marcom@meettaiwan.com
www.meettaiwan.com

Showcase event

forum at the NTU followed by a tour of the 
beautiful university campus.

The organisers picked a butterfly as their 
symbol to highlight Taiwan as a kingdom of 
butterflies and indigenous myths and also 
promised activities which would be artistic 
and fun. “We had a social event at Chiang 
Kai-Shek Memorial Hall and I don’t think 
I’ve seen anything like that in my lifetime,” 
says WorldMUN secretary general Ami Nash. 
“It was absolutely stunning and allowed 
delegates to better understand Taiwan and 
its unique culture.”

“It allowed delegates 
to better understand 

Taiwan and its 
unique culture”

— Ami Nash

In the WorldMUN global village
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Canada continues to 
step up investment in 
its conference product 
and overseas promotion 
– to very good effect, 
reports Angela Antrobus

Land of opportunity

>> Convention CanadaDESTINATIoN

T
he injection of funding the federal 
government gave the Canadian 
Tourism Commission (CTC) 
last year, part of which was to 

be used to stimulate the international 
meetings market over two years, proved 
a timely boost. “In only a year we were 
seeing a great return on investment.” 
says Michele Saran, the CTC’s acting 
executive director Meetings, Conventions 
and Incentive Travel.

Even before then, Canada’s 
convention cities were building on their 
infrastructures and increasing their 
global standing, so much so that the 
International Congress & Convention 
Association’s latest figures showed 
Montréal, Vancouver and Toronto to be 
North America’s top three convention 
cities based on numbers of international 
association events hosted in 2009. 

Two new convention centres will open 
next year. In the capital Ottawa, the new 
centre will be three times the size of the 
old one it’s replacing, with 28 meeting 
rooms and a 5,202 sqm multi-purpose hall 
seating up to 6,000 people theatre-style.

Niagara Convention & Civic Centre 
(NCCC) will be barely 500 metres from 
the Canadian Horseshoe Falls where 
something like two trillion litres of water 
plunge over the cliff every hour. The 
centre will have a 7,500 sqm exhibition 
hall, a 1,600 sqm ballroom, 2,500 sqm 
of meeting space and a 1,000-seat 
theatre. Nearby are Niagara’s popular 
entertainment facilities and 5,000 hotel 
rooms, including the one billion dollar 
Fallsview Casino Resort.

The NCCC will be LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certified. Over on the west coast, 
Vancouver Convention Centre (VCC) has 
gone a step further by becoming the 

world’s first convention centre to receive 
the Platinum level of LEED certification, 
for its spectacular and sustainable new 
West building. 

Another winning centre is Calgary 
TELUS Convention Centre (CTCC) which 
is only the second centre in the world 
to achieve the ‘Gold’ quality standard 
from the International Association of 
Congress Centres. And, in a bid to 
win more meetings to the city, CTCC, 
Tourism Calgary and the Calgary Hotel 
Association have formed the Meetings & 
Conventions Calgary partnership.

Conference business in Québec City has 
been on a roll since the lavish celebrations 
of the 400th anniversary of its founding 
in 2008. “It is clear the festivities had a 
direct impact on attracting and holding 
major congresses and conventions,” says 
mayor Régis Labeaume.

Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
continues to host prestigious international 

conventions such as this year’s G20 
Summit and the world’s largest gathering 
of international neurologists. “We 
were thrilled to bring the 62nd Annual 
Meeting of the American Academy of 
Neurology to the great city of Toronto,” 
says AAN deputy executive director 
Christine E Phelps. “Toronto’s culture, 
tourist attractions, restaurants, hotels 
and medical community made it an ideal 
destination for our delegates.”

Contact
Susan Frei
Director, International 
Meetings and Incentives,
Canadian Tourism 
Commission

Tel: +1 703 825 1134
Fax: +1 703 825 1136
Email: frei.susan@ctc.cct.ca
www.meetings.canada.travel

Canada Day in the capital Ottawa
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Despite being kicked about like a discarded beach ball, 
the Greek meetings business is rebounding sooner than 
expected, detects Robin Anderson

Philosophical Greeks
bounce back

T
hroughout a summer of global 
money crises, national strikes, 
natural hazards, transport 
disruption, street unrest and terrorist 

threats, the Greek conference industry has 
remained remarkably philosophical.

But then, Greece has always stoically 
dealt with trials and tribulations, as is only 
to be expected from one of the world’s 
genuine cradles of civilisation.

Holidaymakers may be fickle, but 
meetings bookers are not, and the 
country’s conventions calendar remains 
encouragingly packed. Athens and 
Thessaloniki might claim pride of place, 
but the Greek Islands are also attracting 
the attention of international meetings 
planners and their delegates.

A glimpse at recent, and forthcoming, 
conference bookings indicates just how 
resilient the country’s business travel 
sector remains.

But first the news…
George Pousseos, Secretary General 
for Tourism at the Greek Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, has said that the 
government plans to invest a massive 520 
million Euros upgrading tourist sites and 
hotels – in the face of growing competition 
from the likes of Turkey, Croatia and 
Egypt – indicating the industry’s resolve to 
bounce back.

New hardware projects include the 
expansion of use at Thessalonoki’s Concert 
Hall as a conference and cultural centre 
capable of hosting meetings for up to 1,400 
backed by high-tech visual, simultaneous 
interpretation and sound systems.

Northerly Thessaloniki is the largest 
university town in Greece and attracts 
some 20 percent of all conferences taking 
place nationwide. Over 15 international 
and EU organisations are based there. The 
International Congress Center of Helexpo 

is the largest in the Balkans and can host 
2,400 delegates in its main hall.

And these days, the city’s international 
airport receives direct flights from some 
25 European cities.

The House of Events Conference 
Centre at the Romanos Resort, Messinia, 
on Greece’s spectacular Peloponnese 
coastline, is a multi-functional 5,000 
sqm conference and events complex with 
a ballroom, 11 meeting rooms, a large 
exhibition area and three atriums, plus 
spacious outdoor event space. It can 
host meetings for up to 2,000 delegates, 
theatre-style.

Operated by Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts, and set in lush olive groves, the 
opulent Romanos Resort is the first hotel 
to open in the new luxury destination 
of Costa Navarino. It will be part of a 
130-hectare, mixed-use beachfront 
development called Navarino Dunes, and 
the first of four major developments.

Navarino Dunes includes the first 
signature golf course in Greece – designed 
by Bernhard Langer in cooperation with 
European Golf Design – a 4,000 sqm spa, 
a range of restaurants, lounge areas, retail 
and entertainment options offering global 
travellers and meeting and incentive 
groups escape and indulgence.

The Romanos is a member of The 
Luxury Collection of Hotels & Resorts which 
includes the Grande Bretagne in Athens.

Overlooking a bay on the north-east 
coast of Crete, the new Gran Melia 
Resort on Daios Cove features a congress 
centre capable of welcoming up to 530 
delegates, with two ballrooms and 11 
meeting rooms.

The property is set near the 
cosmopolitan town of Agios Nikolaos and 
the fishing village of Elounda, an area 
emerging as one of the Aegean’s leading 
luxury destinations.

Business is bouncing at the Megaron

DESTINATIoN
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>> Convention GreeCe

And now that glimpse…
The Grecotel Corfu Imperial recently 
hosted 400 participants at the 26th 
annual Meeting of the European Section 
of the Cervical Spine Research Society.

Delegates also enjoyed the hospitality 
offered by the nearby Grecotel Eva Palace 
and the Daphnila Bay Thalasso. A gala 
dinner was held at the charismatic 
Achilleion Palace, while in free time, 
delegates savoured the attractions of 
medieval Corfu Town, a mesmerising 
exhibition of historic Asian artworks at the 
Royal Palace of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, and an excursion exploring the 
island’s other historic palaces.

Then, in July, the totally renovated 
471-room Divani Caravel Hotel in the 
heart of Athens, was the setting for the 

1st International Summit for Nail Diseases 
which involved some 600 participants 
including dermatologists, doctors, nurses, 
beauticians, academics and trainers.

The Divani Caravel is also set to welcome 
the 18th World Congress on Psychiatric 
Genetics, with 1,200 participants expected 
in early October. The social programme will 
feature The Acropolis and the spectacular 
New Acropolis Museum, plus trips to the 
temples of Posiedon, Mycenae, Delphi; a 
cruise to the Argosaronic Gulf and a gala 
dinner in the prestigious Zappeion Exhibition 

Hall, located opposite the Greek Parliament.
The fun-, business- and culture-packed 

island of Rhodes provided the location 
for 4,500 delegates attending the 9th 
European Congress on Epileptology.

Scientific sessions and an extensive 
supporting exhibition were split between 
the Rhodos Palace Hotel and Convention 
Centre and the nearby Capsis Hotel 
Rhodes & Convention Centre.

After-hours diversions included tours 
of Rhodes itself, Lindos, including its 
dramatic Acropolis, and the island of Symi.

In late August, Heraklion – the capital 
of Crete – hosted EAAP 2010, the 
61st Annual Meeting of the European 
Association for Animal Production, 
involving around 1,000 participants.

It took place at the high-tech Creta 

Maris Conference Center, which covers 
6,000 sqm of event space, capable 
of welcoming up to 5,000 delegates. 
Located alongside the opulent Creta 
Maris Hotel, it hosts exhibitions, product 
launches and banquets as well as 
conventions. The recently-constructed 
Terra Maris has added another 146 
guestrooms to the complex’s capabilities.

Technical tours to farms specialising 
in pigs, sheep, rabbits and horses were 
interspersed with excursions to places like 
Knossos Archaeological Site and Archanes 

Traditional Village, the Lassithi Plateau and 
the picturesque harbour at Aghios Nikolaos.

The Westin Athens, part of the 
illustrious Astir Palace Beach Resort on 
the Athenian Riviera, welcomed the 6th 
Congress for the European Association of 
Dermatologic Oncology, with some 500 
participants, in mid-June.

And late September will find 500 
delegates heading to the highly 
atmospheric Astir Palace Peninsula, for the 
19th Congress of the European Society for 
Stereostactic and Functional Neurosurgery.

The conference is based at the complex 
which includes the Arion, a Luxury 
Collection Resort & Spa, and the Westin 
Athens. The W Athens is set to open in 
2012 in the same coastal resort, which 
exudes genial hospitality and an abundance 
of business and leisure amenities. It is 
also well-suited to hosting high security 
interstate meetings, government-level 
congresses and summit meetings.

Optional tours for delegates will feature 
the main Athens attractions plus Delphi, 
Argolis and Cape Sounion.

The same week as ESSFN 2010, the 
Megaron Athens ICC will be featuring the 
the 24th Annual Meeting of the European 
Society for Vascular Surgery, with 1,500 
participants, followed a couple of days later 
by the 1,200-delegate, 9th International 
Scientific Meeting of the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.

The newly-landscaped gardens of the 
Megaron Athens complex opened in 
early summer offering a magical green 
oasis in the heart of the city for delegates 
and Athenians to savour. A series of 
educational, environmental and cultural 
events are taking place in the grounds, 

“The professionalism and versatility of Greek PCos – and 
the venues and other suppliers they work with – has 
delivered effective solutions to new challenges.”

- Lydia Mastronikolis, Executive Director of HAPCo

Taking an after-sessions stroll

Room with a view
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